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In lieu of payment, a donation was made to �oh �ik Peng’s charity of choice.

by Richard Mineards

Richard covered the Royal Family for Britain’s Daily Mirror and Daily Mail, and was an editor on New York
Magazine. He was also a national anchor on CBS, a commentator on ABC Network News, gossip on The
Joan Rivers Show and Geraldo Rivera, host on E! TV, a correspondent on the syndicated show Extra, a commentator on the KTLA Morning News and Entertainment Tonight. He moved to Montecito 12 years ago.

OLMC Gala
Loh Lik Peng. Founder and director of Unlisted Collection.

How do I invest in
their�future�
�ou help leave a world they can thrive and prosper in.
Sustainable investing may be the answer. Independent
research has shown that investing sustainably can deliver the
same or better returns than traditional approaches. �alk to me
about your legacy today.
For some of life’s questions, you’re not
alone. Together we can find an answer.
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��� �ast Carrillo Street, Suite ���
Santa Barbara, CA �����
805-730-3425
������������

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel gala co-chairs Natalie Strahl, Angela De Bruyn, Cristina Ricci with principal
Tracie Simolon (photo by Priscilla)

I

t was a record turnout when
Montecito’s Our Lady of Mount
Carmel School threw its 75th anniversary gala in the chandeliered ballroom at the Rosewood Miramar.
The school, which started off with
30 students and now serves more
than 200, raised around $200,000 for
scholarships from the socially gridlocked fête for 350 guests co-chaired
by Angela De Bruyn, Cristina Ricci,
and Natalie Strahl.
The boffo bash also honored
Eustacchio Guadagnini from the class
of 1956, with him and his wife, Merle,
sending their sons, Christopher and
Silvano, to the Hot Springs Road
school as well.
“The church and school have given
me much happiness!” he declared.
Auctioneer Tony Branquinho sold
a cornucopia of items at Gatling
gun speed, including a week in Bali,
Indonesia, snapped up for $8,000,
a three-day vacation at the Hyatt

At the podium are Honoree Eustacchio
Guadagnini with longtime friend David
Borgatello (photo by Priscilla)

Regency in Lake Tahoe, which went
for $3,000, and the use of a $35 million private racetrack in Las Vegas,
choosing from a host of exotic cars
including Ferrari, Lamborghini, and
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ubs.com/fa/christophertgallo

In providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers both investment
advisory and brokerage services, which are separate and distinct and differ in material ways. For
information, including the different laws and contracts that govern, visit ubs.com/workingwithus.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, Certified finanCial
Planner�M and federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the US, which it awards to individuals who
successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements. CIMA® is a registered
certification mark of the Investment Management Consultants Association, Inc. in the United States of
America and worldwide. For designation disclosures, visit ubs.com/us/en/designation-disclosures.
��UBS�����. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS A�. Member FI��A�
SIPC. C��UBS������������ ��p.� ����������

6

MONTECITO JOURNAL

Honoree Eustacchio Guadagnini surrounded by family and friends (photo by Priscilla)

“A physician without a knowledge of Astrology has no right to call himself a physician.” – Hippocrates
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SANTA BARBARA, CA

JUST SOLD

Mike and Margaret Burchiere, Nikkie and Josh Cook, Gina and Nate Flint, Candice Figueroa, Karrinne
and Robert Galle, and Angela De Bruyn at the OLMC fundraiser (photo by Priscilla)

Rob Adams and Dylan Ward represented the buyer of this Santa
Barbara Eastside fourplex, listed for $1,999,000.
Contact us today to discuss real estate investments,
or to find a great location for your business.

Rob Adams, ccim

Dylan Ward

rob@hayescommercial.com

dylan@hayescommercial.com

805.898.4386

805.898.4392
222 E Carrillo St, Suite 101
Santa Barbara, California
HayesCommercial.com

Mt. Carmel teachers Erin Kim, Amy Zoltoski, Lisa Lim, Teri Leon, Larissa Feramisco, Dianne Duva,
co-chair Natalie Strahl, Robert Aswad, Gloria Solano, Kyla Rightmer, Mary Beth Lee, Carly Van Eyck,
Emily Albarran, and Jennifer Buur (photo by Priscilla)

Porsche, which sold for $2,500.
Among the supporters were
principal Tracie Simolon, Teresa
McWilliams, Beverley Jackson, Ron
and Andra Macleod, Christopher
Toomey, Sean and Monica Senn,
John Palminteri, Dean and Linda
Coldiron, Nate and Gina Flint, Jim
and Pam Langhorne, Brian and
Cornelia McGrath, Dacia Harwood
and Billy Mandarino.
Stepping Out
Records were broken when CALM
– Child Abuse Listening Mediation
– welcomed 330 guests to its annual
Stepping Stones lunch at the Coral
Casino raising a hefty $230,000,

$80,000 more than expected.
Speakers for the non-profit, which
is just turning 50, were president
and chief executive Alana Walczak
and Dr. Andria Ruth, a graduate of
Yale and Harvard Medical School,
who is a pediatrician at the Goleta
Neighborhood Clinic.
She is also the medical director for
the Santa Barbara Resiliency Project,
partnered with CALM, which focuses on screening and intervention for
children exposed to adverse childhood experiences and the promotion
of resilience for such children and
their families. In two year’s time
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CALM at Heart Committee – Janis Salin, chair Bobbi Didier, Andrew Fitzgerald, Pati Clark, Caroline
Powers, Susan Henry, and Sara Wilcox (photo by Scott Gibson)

18 MONTECITO JOURNAL

“We need not feel ashamed of flirting with the zodiac. The zodiac is well worth flirting with.” – D. H. Lawrence
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CALM board
member
Andrew
Fitzgerald
with Mandy
and Carlos
Lopez-Hollis
(photo by Scott
Gibson)

Nati Smith, Analis Kjensrud, Tina McEnroe, CALM CEO Alana Walczak, Belle Hahn, and Carolyn
Fitzgerald (photo by Scott Gibson)

Jon Clark, Harvey Bottelson, keynote speaker Dr. Andria Ruth, MC Geoff Green, and Ed McKinley at the
CALM luncheon (photo by Scott Gibson)

CALM board
chair Liam
Murphy,
Elisabeth
Fowler, Ken
Saxon, and
board member Joanne
Rapp (photo
by Scott
Gibson)

The Art of Consignment

there will be ten clinics featuring the
program.
The event also premiered a new
video by local photographer Isaac
Hernandez, whose work is often featured in this column, while the ubiquitous Geoff Green emceed.
Among the supporters were Merryl
Brown, Laura Capps, Judy Egenolf,
Lucy Firestone, Janet Garufis, Belle
Hahn, Diana MacFarlane, Alice Van
de Water, Barbara Ben-Horin, Das
Williams, Monica Babich, Alixe
Mattingly, Valerie Montgomery,
Nancy McGrath, Susan Gulbransen,
Nancy
Ransohoff,
Stephanie
Sokolove, Adele Rosen, Michael and
Nati Smith, and Maryan Schall.
Shine On
English author Deborah Richards,
a Santa Barbara-based equine therapist, recounts the nightmare when
her daughter and stepdaughter began
to experiment with drugs in her new
book Shift & Shine.
After escaping an early abusive
marriage, Deborah fled the U.K. with
her life and young daughter and met
a successful songwriter, Jake Hooker,
who co-wrote the famous anthem “I
Love Rock ‘n’ Roll.”
The 277-page book shows how one
mother’s love and courage shines
despite overwhelming odds.
Now a life coach, Deborah proves
we can always reinvent.
“You can shift your thoughts and
shine your light,” she concludes.

617 East Gutierrez Street, Santa Barbara, CA. 93103 • 805-755-9115

Headed for Hollywood
Courageous firefighters, who have
been battling the recent California
wildfires, were welcomed by Ellen
DeGeneres on her popular TV show,
including Adam Estabrook, Santa
Barbara County battalion chief.
Ellen gave particular thanks to Eric
Le Blanc from Riverside who helped
keep her Montecito home safe from
the Thomas Fire.
He revealed it added pep in his
team’s step when they realized they
were protecting her property.
Ellen then surprised them with a
$250,000 donation to the California Fire
Foundation, courtesy of Nature Valley.
Read all About It
Santa Barbara High student Olivia
Seltzer, 15, was getting unqualified
publicity this week when a crew from
NBC’s Today Show visited for an interview with the enterprising youngster.
Olivia writes The Cramm, a daily
newsletter she founded and works on
as editor-in-chief. She has also been
featured on NPR and profiled in Teen
Vogue.
The site breaks down daily national
news and international happenings in a
vernacular that appeals to Gen Z readers.
She says BBC News is her favorite
source.
The Cramm currently has readers in
71 different countries. “We have hundreds of thousands of readers, at least
half of them international,” says Olivia.
Ariana Huffington watch out...

Author
Deborah
Richards

Open Wednesday thru Sunday 11 am to 3 pm and by appointment
Every Friday is Black Friday! • New items marked down every day
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“Your path is illuminated by a road-map of stars. I am here to guide you!” – Ambika Devi
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Divine Dance
Dance Theatre of Harlem, celebrating its half century, put on a most
impressive display when the company performed at a sold-out show at
the Granada.
The two hour show, part of UCSB
Arts & Lectures program, consisted
of four works, starting with a classical amber alert, Orange, featuring
six dancers and music by Vivaldi,
beautifully choreographed by Stanton
Welch, and This Bitter Earth, a sublime pas de deux by Christopher
Wheeldon, featuring a brief encounter between a man and woman featuring music by Max Richter and soulful
vocals by Dinah Washington.

UCSB A&L
Producers Circle
members Winston
Peters and Patricia
Duncan with
Dance Theatre of
Harlem dancer
Yinet Fernandez
(photo by
Grace Kathryn
Photography)

UCSB A&L Dance
Series sponsors
Annette and
Richard Caleel
with Dance
Theatre of Harlem
dancer Amanda
Smith (photo by
Grace Kathryn
Photography)

The second half was as energized as
the first with Passage, choreographed
by Claudia Schreier, which reflects
in abstract the fortitude of the human
spirit and an enduring will to prevail, with award winner Annabelle
Lopez Ochoa’s Balamouk wrapping
the wonderful performance.
Afterwards a reception was held
with the dancers in the McCune
Founders Room.
Playground for All
The elegantly dressed amazons
were out in force at the Hidden Oaks
Ranch when the charity Gwendolyn’s
Playground, which is raising $4 million to build an all-inclusive play

area, including disabled children, in
partnership with the City of Santa
Barbara and Parks and Recreation, at
the Dwight Murphy Field, a tiara’s
toss from the Santa Barbara Zoo, held
its first lunch, with all 220 tickets
being snapped up in just eight hours.
The
sun-soaked
Duo-catered
fête, co-chaired by Karie Ide and
Kelly Almeroth, commemorated
Gwendolyn, daughter of Bill and
Victoria Strong – founders of the
Gwendolyn Strong Foundation –
who was born with Spinal Muscular
Atrophy, which made her profoundly physically disabled and medically
fragile.
But, as Victoria explained, not one
of the playgrounds in our Eden by
the Beach allowed the youngster to
play alongside her many friends or
participate fully in public spaces with
her peers.
“Now we have the opportunity to
not only provide play for the one in
four of us living with a disability who
are currently on the sidelines, but
also to reimagine and elevate public
play spaces to be more for everyone,
simultaneously fostering empathy
and understanding in the next generation.”
The boffo bash, which raised
more than $100,000, was emceed by
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Pardon us if we brag a little, but we are extremely
proud of our factory trained and certified Mission team.
We’ve got the experience and know-how, the benefit
of being in business for nearly 30 years. Simply said,
we’re knowledgeable to the point of obsession. But we
have to be, the home entertainment field is constantly changing, innovation is the norm. So don’t let your
home entertainment needs become a burden, rely
on us to point you in the right direction. From small
space entertainment systems to state of the art home
theaters

we’ll

help

you

get

what

you

need.

So give us a call, or stop by our showroom.
We’d love to meet you.

TEAMWORK=
COLLABORATION, COOPERATION
AND COORDINATION.

TECHNOLOGY + PERFORMANCE + SERVICE

Showroom Tuesday thru Saturday 10:00 to 6:00 / missionaudiovideo.com 1910 De La Vina at Pedregosa, Santa Barbara 805.682.7575
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Corinna
Gordon,
Gretchen Lieff,
and author
Elaine Weiss
(photo by
Priscilla)

Gwendolyn’s Playground event committee Sara Genaurdi, Cleo Martinez, Marina Delio, Jill Pirozzi,
Jenny Deakyne, Kelly Almeroth, Victoria Strong, Kari Ide, Sarah Paskin, Ronda Fallon, Ivana Firestone,
Christina Zellet, and Silvie Rich (photo by Kacie Jean Photography)

Asha DeMarco,
Sheri Copus,
Bess Scribner,
and Katie
Taylor at the
Gwendolyn’s
Playground
luncheon
(photo by
Kacie Jean
Photography)

Sandi
Nicholson,
Lisa Lloyd, and
Bruce Heavin
at the reception for Elaine
Weiss (photo by
Priscilla)

Victoria and
Bill Strong
(photo by
Kacie Jean
Photography)

Deborah Kalas captures wild horses at play

the ubiquitous Andrew Firestone,
whose children, Brooks, 10, and
Anja, 8, joined Estrella Munoz, 9,
in singing “Where We Belong” –
written by Erland Wanberg, executive director of Musicology Santa
Barbara based at the Music Academy
of the West – and “Come On and
Dance.”
It is hoped in due course to raise
another $4 million for baseball and
soccer fields.

Horsing Around
The bridle crowd were out in force
at Tecolote when Santa Barbara
author Deborah Kalas launched her
first book The Wild Herd: A Vanishing
American Treasure.
The 146-page tome is packed with
pictures of wild horses at play taken
by Deborah, who splits her time
between our Eden by the Beach and
East Hampton.
She studied photography at

Ichiban Japanese Restaurant/Sushi Bar
Lunch: Monday through Saturday 11:30am - 2:30pm
Dinner: Monday through Sunday: 5pm - 10pm
1812A Cliff Drive Santa Barbara CA 93109
(805)564-7653
Lunch Specials, Bendo boxes. Full Sushi bar,
Tatami Seats. Fresh Fish Delivered all week.
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Princeton University, eventually earning her Masters in Fine Arts, with her
work appearing in Life, People, and
New York Magazine.
After spending five years compiling
her new work, she is now working on
another book about horses.
Long may she rein....
The Great Fight
Elaine Weiss, prize-winning journalist and author of the blockbuster
book The Woman’s Hour, was fêted

Sara Rotman and Christopher Lloyd at Tydes
(photo by Priscilla)

at a bustling reception at Tydes at
the Coral Casino after speaking on
The Great Fight to Win the Vote at
Campbell Hall, part of the UCSB Arts
& Lectures series.
Former Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton is teaming up with
mega director Steven Spielberg to
bring the triumphant episode of
American history to the small screen.
Among the guests at the bash,
co-hosted by Gretchen Lieff and
Christopher and Lisa Lloyd, were Bill

FULL SERVICE MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Established 1978

Mulle r & Go s s

Locally Owned

IMPORT AUTO REPAIR
Specializing In

Mercedes • BMW•Audi
Rolls Royce• Mini•VW

962-1613

www.mullerandgoss.com

“The soul of the newly born baby is marked for life by the pattern of the stars at the moment it comes into the world.” – Johannes Kepler

424 N. Quarantina
Santa Barbara, CA
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Relationship and Intimacy Expert

Hollye Jacobs,
Miles Hartfeld,
and Anne
Towbes (photo
by Priscilla)

An Evening with

Esther Perel
Wed, Dec 4 / 7:30 PM / Granada Theatre
Tickets start at $25 / $15 UCSB students
A Granada facility fee will be added to each ticket price

“One of the most
influential and wellknown psychotherapists
in the world… [Perel]
explores the one subject
she believes interests every
human: relationships.”
New York Magazine

Author Elaine
Weiss with
Alethea Baradis
and Kristen
Pettit (photo by
Priscilla)

and Sandi Nicholson, Bruce Heavin,
Hollye Jacobs, Miles Hartfeld,
Annette Caleel, Corinna Gordon, Janet
Garufis, Monica Babich, Kimberly
Phillips, Scott and Ella Brittingham,
and Sara Miller McCune.
Spreading Out
TV talk show titan Oprah Winfrey
is expanding, at least when it comes
to real estate.
Oscar winner Jeff Bridges, who put
his Montecito estate on the market in
May for $8 million, has sold his fouracre home, a Spanish Revival built in
1919 with a 5,000 sq.ft. barn to Oprah
for $6.85 million.
Her East Valley Road estate,
Promised Land, now sprawls across
70 contiguous acres, having bought
a 23-acre neighboring compound for
$29 million in 2015.
The new compound comprises five
separate structures, including a carriage house, pool house and a gated
equestrian facility.
Oprah, 65, has several impressive
properties through the U.S., including
a 43-acre Orcas Island, Washington,
compound she acquired last year for
$8 million, a $14 million ski chalet in
Telluride, Colorado, bought in 2015,
and a 163-acre ranch in Maui, Hawaii.
R for Real Estate
The late Montecito best selling
alphabet detective series author Sue
Grafton’s home has come on to the
market for $6.999 million.
The nine-year-old five-bedroom,
five-bathroom 6,181 sq.ft. house on two
acres on Picacho Lane was designed by
Grafton, who died in 2017 aged 77, and
her husband Steve Humphrey.
The 5,790 sq.ft. main residence
14 – 21 November 2019

boasts a master suite with a balcony, fireplace and marble bathroom,
detached three-car garage and a 800
sq.ft. guesthouse above.
The property’s being sold by
Crysta Metzger of Coldwell Banker’s
Montecito office.
Screen Siren Scare
On a personal note, I remember French screen siren Catherine
Deneuve, 76, who has just suffered a
serious stroke in Paris.
Deneuve, best known for her raunchy role in Belle Du Jour in 1967, was
a dinner companion at a 1996 gala
in Punta del Este, Uruguay, when
I was flown in from New York via
São Paulo, to cover the extravagant
event hosted by Brazilian billionaire
Gilberto Scarpa when I hosted the
Gossip Show on E! Entertainment TV.
Although nicknamed the Ice Maiden
for her exquisite beauty and aloof
demeanor, she couldn’t have been
more charming company.
I’m delighted to hear she’s expected
to make a full recovery.
Sightings: Antonio Banderas noshing at Olio e Limone... Actor Willem
Dafoe at the Riviera Theatre... Oprah
Winfrey in New York for the opening
of Tina Turner: The Musical
Pip! Pip!
Readers with tips, sightings and
amusing items for Richard’s column
should email him at richardmineards@
verizon.net or send invitations and
other correspondence to the Journal.
To reach Priscilla, email her at pris
cilla@santabarbaraseen.com or call
•MJ
805-969-3301. 

Known for her riveting podcast, Where Should We Begin?, groundbreaking couples
psychotherapist Esther Perel is also the bestselling author of Mating in Captivity: Reconciling the
Erotic and the Domestic and The State of Affairs: Rethinking Infidelity. Through her international
work on erotic intelligence, trauma, sexual honesty and conflict resolution, Perel provides a
daring framework for understanding the intricacies of love and desire.

Presented through the generosity of Diana & Simon Raab
Acclaimed Historian

Douglas Brinkley

Presidential Leadership and Space Exploration:
From John F. Kennedy to Today
Thu, Dec 5 / 7:30 PM / UCSB Campbell Hall
Tickets start at $20 / $10 UCSB students

Presented in association with the UCSB Division of Humanities and Fine Arts
and the UCSB Department of History

History Matters Series presented through the
generosity of Loren Booth, and Ellen & Peter O. Johnson
Books will be available for purchase and signing at both events courtesy of Chaucer’s
Corporate Season Sponsor:

(805) 893-3535 | www.ArtsAndLectures.UCSB.edu
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