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Services held for D.A. Christie Stanley

E ELASON, MENBTLSS

The grancichiidren of the late Sanis Barbara County District Attormey Christis Stanley spesk at a memorial service held in her honor on

Fridry in Sante Merla.

MATTWER
Management ennounced Thursday that Victoria Hall Theatre was
clesed because of structural problems thet could cause the root to
collapse in an earthquake, bringing back to life a lersing dispute
between the three nenprofil organizations that own the facility.
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Report noted structural problems with theater, but not attached office space

H VICTORIA

Continued from Page Al

roof is a worst case scenario, accord-
ing to Mr. Reed, and an earthquake
powerful enough to do this would
likely take down the rest of the build-
ings in Santa Barbara first.

1t was also telling for Mr. Reed that
the findings were only presented to
the owner’s when Mr. Westen was
advocating for Ensemble’s lease.

Mr. Reed also wondered if there
really is a threat of the theater caving
in, why isn’t the office space used by
the nonprofit organizations in the
structure being cleared out as well?

Mr. Schuette sajd the office space

and Victoria Hall are practically two
separate structures connected by a
hallway, but only the theater features
amassiveceilingthathasbeen flagged
as a potential risk because of the
removal of a wall. The report doesn't
address the rest of the structure.

The report additionally noted that
when considering strong seismic
events, there are a number of struc-
tural deficiencies in the hall’'s “lateral
force-resisting system.” However, the
shortfalls weren't considered deal
breakers.

If there really is a large conspiracy
to close down the hall, which was
hypothetically safe, Mr. Schuette
questioned why Unity Shoppe turned
down a suggestion from a council

member that the nonprofit organiza-
tion take the liability in order to keep
the theater open.

Mr. Reed said that Unity Shoppe
never completely shot down the offer
and is investigating the option. He
added, however. that considering the
attitude of the meeting, the suggestion
was more of an inappropriate com-
ment. The thealer wouldn't have
remained open even if he had
accepted the proposal, Mr. Reed said.

Mr. Westensaid Ensembleobtained
the engineering report after the lease
had already been approved without
the council’s knowledge in order to
investigate how the structure would
be impacted by the planned renova-
tions. Ensemble never  considered
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whatthereport'sfindings would mean
for the owners or how it may impact
their decision, and there was no basis
to disclose the information, he said.

He added that Ensemble didn’t say
anything publiely or privately about
the report.

If the plan is approved, the theater
company plans to transform Victoria
Hall into a modern, multi-use theater.
Restrooms wouldbe movedoffstageto
provide for proper stage wings, the
lobby would be expanded and the
seating would be overhauled.

Lighting and acoustics would also
be modernized.

The structure would be available

Please see VICTORIA, on A10
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Victoria Hall home to Unity Telethon for past seven years
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for other uses for half the year, Mr.
Westen said, and it would be a better
facility than the one that has been
hosting the telethon in recent years.

“We think it’s a win, win-win,” Mr.
Westen said.

Unity Shoppe Director of Opera-
tions Barbara Tellefson has said that
the renovations would remove the flat
floor space the Unity Shoppe needs,
and it would no longer be suitable for
the telethon. The organization also
holds educational programs in the
hall, as well as “thank-you” events for
its volunteers., .

Unity Shoppe is able to bring in
$1 million with Victoria Hall through
the telethon and other events that
" bring donor interest. Without the
facility, Ms. Tellefson said, she doesn’t
see a way to keep the organization
going. Leasingthebuildingwould only
earn’ the nonprofit organization
$27,000 a year, she said.

For the last seven years, Victoria

Hall has been home to the Unity
Telethon, whichfinancesathird ofthe
organization’s budget.

Mr. Westen, however, said that the -

Unity Shoppe council members were
the onlyoneswhowentagainstleasing
the facility to Ensemble. Victoria Hall
has been mostly vacant for more than
ayear, whichisdamaging forthe other
owners, said Mr. Westen.

Despite the property squabble, Mr.
Schuette said what he wants most is
for allthree nonprofitorganizationsto
thrive and continue doing what they
do for the community.

Not a “ton” of events have to be
relocated because of the closure, Mr.
Schuette said, and the most impacted
group is a church that uses the hall
every week. Unity Shoppe doesn’t
have any events at the facility sched-
uled forthe nextthree months,and the
council is hoping to have the situation
worked out by then, Mr. Schuette said.

In the letter to the council from Mr.
Reed, he notes that the West Coast
Believers Church uses the hall for
services every Sunday and at other
times as well. The congregation’s
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contract requires that they get 90 days
notice, and Mr. Reed suggested that
the councilreconsider Unity Shoppe’s
suggestion to allow groups to use the
facility as long as they sign waivers.

Binding arbitration between the
two sides to decide the case is about a
month away, Mr. Reed said.

Unity Shoppe gives away its food,
toys and clothing to familiesinneed at
a State Street “free store,” set up to
look like a little town that is fun for
children and dignified for adults.

CALM is the only nonprofit organi-
zation in the county that has a mission
to prevent, assess and treat child
abuse by providing comprehensive,
culturally competent services for
children, families and adults,
according to its Web site. Some of its
programs include child abuse assess-
ment and treatment, family violence
counseling and parent-child interac-
tion therapy.

RSVPdirects senior-age volunteers
to various nonprofit entities.
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