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O'Denmark Restaurant will give
out Dﬂmsh meatballs and the Sol-

wrant - will  serve
Zebjeskdver Gingerbread with
whipped cream will be at La Bella
Rosa Fashion Boutique and Valley
Books will serve Scattle’s Best
coffee and biscotti bites.

From 6 109 pm. that day, there
will be a Wine Tasting Room Walk
featuring Carivintas Winery, Lions
Peak Vineyard and Winery, Lucas
and Lewellen, Mandolina, Olive

House, Presidio Vineyard and
Winery, Sort This Out Cellars,
Tasles of the Valleys Wine Bar and
Wandering Dog Wine Bar.

The celcbration includes the

return of the “Bring Your Own
Picnic” in Solvang Park on March
21.The picnic will run from noonto
3pm.

The pienic vill include enter-
{sinment by Lynni Gilliey and
Nicolette Birnic; Alex Nishi and
Mason Van Valin and The Vine-
yard Byrds,

Advance ticketsare available for
the Taste of Solvang events. A
“passport” for the weckend's
events is $70 and includes a logo
wine glass and souvenir tote bag.
Other tickets may be purchased
individually. The dessert recep-
tion is $25, the Walking Smorgas-
bord is$30and the wine walkis $35.

Tickets m be purchased
onlineatwww.SolvangUSA.comor
by calling 683-6144, extension 105.

As part of the festivities, a num-
beroflocal restaurants are offering
ﬂm\e(‘ﬂume tasting menus for

from  Sunday through
Thursdny It's the third year the
organizers have offered the res-
taurant_specials. Seven restau-
rants will be open for specials
including: Rit O'Denmark, Hads-
ten House Inn and Restaurant,
Kabuki Restaurant, Mirabelle Inn
and Restaurant, Red Viking Res-
taurant, River Grill at the Alisal
and Root 246 at the Hotel Corque.

e-mail: mvallace@newspress.com

T

workshops will take place, with the aim of
helping guide the city forward into the next
deeade and beyond.

The gathering, which is meant to be an
informal meeting where residents can openly
express ideas about their dreams for and

Hinfirst oFasseal

10 come as the cily revises its land use

of the cily’s 4,700 residents, organizers of the
vision process are pleased at the response.
‘The survey simply asks:

@ Are you aware of the public visioning
process?

Please see BUELLTON on A10
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Business owners ‘Learn from the Experts’
at Santa Barbara Executive Roundtable

STEVE MALONE / NEWSPRESS
Jim Wolfe, a veteran of the food and beverage
industry, helped grow Balance Bar into an industry
giant. He revamped the company by “challenging
assumptions,” and encouraged business owners
to apply the same mindset to their own ventures.

Ry STEVE SINOVIC
RESSSTAFK WRITER

If you were the owner of a technol-
ogy company or an entrepreneur
looking to launch a business venture,
learning success strategies from local
experts couldn't have becn more

eventual acquisition by Kraft Foods
for $268 million.

“Initially, it was a product geared
for the weight loss and diabetic mar-
kets,” said Mr. Wolfe, who joined the
company after executive-level mar-

positions with Welch’s, Coca-
Cola and Seven-Up Foods. Assuch, he

timely than the ofthe
Santa Barbara Executive Roundtable
(SABER), which was held at the Uni-
versity Club.

Billed as “Learn from the Iixperts:
Secrets of Being a Successful Lntre-
prencur and How to Grow Your
Business,” about 50 business ovmers
—andsomeentertainingthe notion—

of manurmum.g, product develop-

Drug ital Health
Services, Adepanmemlhdl
has already been suffering
budget woes for the past
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Services, among
many others.

‘The board will also be asked to consider the fulm‘e of

u:e developer who bought the property asked for a 4-1
i exte

nsion from the Montecito Planning Com-

mlman Feb. 24 on some permits for the various aspects
of his proposed Miramar Beach Resort & Bungalows. -
Rick Caruso, lbunder and CEO of Caruso Aﬂlllated

Lane thrée. yemag« A NGt ot nmenng of
the Montecito Association homcowners group on Feb.

16, seeking support

ment arketing
“The (Balance Bar) concept was good,
but the execution wasn't working,”
said Mr. Wolfe, whose immediate task
was to grow sales pronto.

“Mostofthe product wasbeing sold
via a 1-800 number,” said Mr. Wolfe,

heard _how two h
nesses were created, modified and
grew into noteworthy South Coast
success stories in the realms of food
manufacturing and computing

Spealcers at the monthly SABER
breakfast were Jim Wolfe, the former
president and chief exeeative officer
of Balance Bar and Klaus Schauser,
founder and chief technology officer
of ExperteityCitrix Online.

While money is always a challenge
for startups, getting a company or
product tostand out inthe crowd is an
even bigger task, said Mr. Wolfe, who
Look a small energy bar company—
Taunched in Santa Barbara in 1992 —
from annual sales of $1 million 1o its

com) lessthana

t from the community before going

ctto

pircin

" April, fora year.

Mr, Caruso also seeks an extension of 172 years on

conditional use permits for sever
d

ral other

ems, includ-

build

hall dozon employees “This was pre-
19947 said Mr. Wolfe, |
describing the antiquated, time-
consuming mefhods of order taking
a

from the possibility of the market continuing to delay
ling.

54 months

and not
requests.

Kt some ! communty far gining sqcni

flew boxes ol bars at a time.”
Mr. Wolfe figured there was much
more potential for the company, and
immediately began taking different
approaches for his cmployer.
“You have to challenge assump-
tions,” he said, referring to the valu- |
able knowledge he gleaned from cus-

Mr. Caru

The extensions could also be a nod to the ﬂnam‘lal
difficulties in the high-end hotel sector, something Mr.
Caruso alluded to in a Feb. 15 letter to his supporters,

: oss.
“in the direction of breaking ground and building the
hotel. However, we are not prepared to do that today.”

‘The board will be asked to approve the extensions

Tuesd

most purehasers were using Balance

Please see SABER 0n A10

1y. The meeling will be al 9 am. in the County
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