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Philanthropy: A new dimension

Students learn
how to give
without money
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Kids relate to this girl

American Girl author to come to StoryFaire
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CORET U
Valerie Tripp, author of the American Girl
Cotiaction baaks, including "Mest Kit” and
"Renlly True Ruthie,” is participating in the
StoryFaire, set for April 24 at De la Guerra
Plaza.
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Tales steeped in history draw readers
: IF YOU 60
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books at StoryFaire because of
their length. “Usually, I speakto lhe
children about ereativity in all its
forms, whether the children are
interested 1n singing, acling or
design.”

“My readers range in age from 6
to 12,7 said Ms. Tripp. who earned a
master's degree in education in
1981 at Harvard Universitybut
focuscd on writing instead of
teaching. “The characters are 8
going on 10; that's the age when the
world is opening up to them. Before
= 8, vou see yourself as part of a
family or bunch of friends. But at 9
or 10, you start to wonder, ‘Who am
1?7 What sports do 1 like? Am L a
curious kid or # shy kid? "

“The girls who read the books are
close ta the age of the girls in the
books. T always write historical
fiction or a story with an emotional
component o it”

The American Girl in the serieg
varies in elhnicity, time period and
geography, she said. “Some (of the
girls) are rich, some are middle
class, some are poor.”

The books are ahout $-year-old
girls in various historical periods
and show how they solve difficult
dilemmas and help others, Ms.
Trippsaid.

“The most frequent question
from children is, ‘Where do ideas
come from?” In my case, because
my stories are historical fiction, it
originates with a perlod of history,”
she said. “One character (Felicity)
is from the 18th century, at the time
of Lhe American Revolution in
colonial Williamshurg (Va.),
Another (Samantha) is at the turn of
the century in 1904 outside New
York City. One girl (Kit) lived
during the Depression; another
(Mally) during World War I1.”

Josefina, one of the American
Girls, lives near Sanle Fe, N.M,, in
1824,

Ms. Tripp said she has written

in 1824,

“1 da believe every girl 15 the
hercine in her own story,” she said.
“Every girl is trying to define
herself: Every girl is learning how
1o use her talenls and abilities to
help each other.”

There's one other common
thread in the American Girl stories.

The girls are smart.

“Ot course they are!” Ms. Tripp
said, chuckling. “That's not to say
they're not mistaken or stubborn at
times.”

Stubbornness isn'l necessarily a
negative qualily, Ms. Tripp added,
noting it can depiet intelligence, “T
was growing up when women were
starting to define themselves us
independent. I'm proud tobe a
feminist. One thing girls have to be
able to do is assert themselves™

Despitea the differcnees in time
and spacs, readers relate to the
American Girl, Ms. Tripp said.
“They realize, ‘Kit makes mistakes
justlike I do. She's finding out
things about herself justas I do.’
The girls who read the book are
close o the age of the girl in the
book.”

“Sometimes they say they know
how Molly feels or how Joselina
feels. Josefina’s mother has died:
her aunt comes to the home. They

approximately 35 books involving (the readers) say, ‘1 have a

each of lhose girls. stepmother, and [ know how
“The charaeter p ifiesa (Josefina) feels. You love your

period of history,” she said. “That's  stepmother, but you dow't want to

the meat of'it. The dessert is the feel disloyal to vour mother,

characters are engaging. “Girls will say, ‘My grandfather
“Itry to make the character goofy.  died; | know how Felicity feels”

fun, real girls, so readers will The author said she does her

hecome friends with her,” shesaid.  research for the books by goingto
Then when good or bad things libraries, but also picks up

happen to the character. she added,  information during rasual

the reader cares conversations al parties or by
“Mally’s father is away lor two traveling to a city that inspires a

years during World War 11, and we
don’t know il he's safe or not,” Ms.
Trippsaid.

‘The author said ghe began
writing the books after she got a
phone eall from her friend,
Ploasant Rowland, who ereated the
American Girl collection of books
and dolls.

“The stories have progressed to
the small and big screens. Three of
Ms. Tripp's characters — Felicity,
Samantha and Molly — have been
featured in theirown TV movies
under the American Girl brand. A
fourth one, Kil, is the spotlighl of
“Kit Kittredge: An American Girl"
(2008), a theatrical movie starring
Abigail Breslin in the tille role,

Ms. Tripp tatked about how she
develops the historical characters
for her modern readers. 1 don't
like to make them sassy. They have
to be {rue to the period. You ean't
put 21st-century sensibilitieson a
character who lived in New Mexico

’  § 0

story. She went to Now Mexico
before writing about Josefina, for
example.

She added she gets a lot of help
from her husband, Michacl Petty. a
history teacher.

Ms, Tripp said she's been .
interested in history since she was
just  little older than Felicity, Kit,
Molly and Joselina

“When 1was 11, | beeame
faseinated with Eleanor Roosevelt.
When 1 wrote about Xit, [ alveady
knew a lol aboul (the Depression),”
she said,

She didn't ake any actual events
from the life of her own daughter,
Katherine Petty, who was a young
girl when she started writing the
American Girl books. But she said
she has used what she has learned
as a parent for the stories. (Today,
Ms. Petty is a graduate of the
University of Chicago )

Ms. Tripp said she's working on
proposal for a new Ameriean Girl

Il

Guerra Plaza, n State

T
De la Vina Street site at
m-w.mwmwgr
or go to www.calmakids.org.
“And for mora on American Girl,
mtmmw.mm.

k.
“T can’t tell you what it's about,”

sheteased.
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