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Hatch joins
foundation board

Betty Hatch has joined the
board of directors of the Collab-
orative Communities Founda-
tion. Mrx. Hatch. executive di-
rector of La Belle Foundation,
founded La Belle Modod Talent
Agency & Professional Train.
mx School in Santa Barbara in
is a past president
-,(un ational Assoctation for
Self-Estoem and is imvolved
with several onganizations that
provide opportunities for young
women o promote selfesteen
and confidence.

~ Chartotte Boechler

Our Town

People Helping
People benefit

ARU Japanese Restau
rant, 225 MeMurray Rood in
Bueliton, will host a benefis din-
ner for People Helping People
PHP S50 R today.Jina
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Life post-Post

Former newspaper exec Leonard Downie Jr. among guests at Celebrity Authors' Luncheon
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Leonard Downie Jr., former executive editor at The Washington Post, began writing his first novel, “The Rules of the Game, " in 2003 about the relationships between journalists and
politicians in Washington, D.C. Little did he realize a plot twist in the book would bocome eerfly similar five years iater in the 2008 presidential campaign.

Bac, the owner, is plannirg a By MARILYN MeMAHON
that will be WA
paired with wines from PHP’s
Vino de Suenas label The cost
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year afler a 43-year stint at The
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newspaper junkie cver  thought of another career came & household name, be came
sinoe he was in the fifth Ilnmnvr nﬂtrvmllmluxla(ed up with the story in his book of an
grade, Leonard Downie “The the G: older US. senator nominated for
Jr, who stepped down anoplDoublfdao Nbluhlng font wha, on the eve of his

Group. S25.95), Mr. Downie niight
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~ to be his running mate.
Mr Downle will discuss what
happens next in the novel — his
first — with guests at CALM's

party’s national convention, shocks  23rd amwial Celebrity Authors™
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the restaurant at 1

— Marilyn MeMahon

ON StAGE

Israeli quartet in
Santa Barbara

The award-winning Aviv
String Quartet from [srael will
x-dorm 2t 730 pm. Tuesday at
Santa Barbara Museum of Art’s
Mary Craig Auditorium, 1130
The ensemble will play

membe:nrd $10 for
nonmembers. To  call
he museum at
— Dave Mason
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Earth Day video contest goes green

Green Shorts Video Contest, onganizer
Kent L

everyday life, such as transportation, work
reduce

nd prize winner will receive a MacBook

TSOn or recreation, and explain how to laptop computer or, if the winner already
“It ks more timse than you think " Me ependence on fossil fuel. “It's about moro hmhpnmnslmnnmlkmuw
Epperson lmm«l than driving less and using less gasoline,” Samy's Camera. The second place winner
Me Fpprmnuni noting the widespread will get a $400 gift certificate for a Brooks
Santa Barbara b:unh uqy h-snnl use of petroleus Institute of Photography workshop. Third
Al of the videos will be posted at lmnmnd«osuvlnidmlu place ks 4 $200 gint certificate at Samy’s
wwwsbehannels net within a day or so present the subject, he said. '\Wlﬂ‘lhnl Camera.
of the contestants uploading them to \\dm\1ﬂ1m0nlhrlnmmd become, \thmol!hfnfrxllarﬂundt‘vlnd 12
the site, Me Ej Deadli o will S for
enter is April 1 uun watching TV Samy’s Camern. The College Award category
The winning shorts will be picked He said the videos are limited to two is for college students who are 18 or older,
by online voters and a panel of judges, minutes because of the short attention the winner will get a $200 certificate for
which includes actor and director Tim spans of Internet users. Samy’s Camera.
Matheson (“The West Wirg™). Other Tbshm:upmlblewmalol in that Participants in the 11 and under. 12to
actors and filmmakers are among the time, he produced three videas nsx-xnmpkx 18 and college categories also are eligible
panelists. for the overall first, second and third-place

The winners will be announced April
19. Their videos will screen throughout
that day ot a tent at the Earth Day Festival
%Mmmiu Park, 1400 Santa Ba n St

Justt
sul that began million of years
ago with the dinosaurs: fossil fuel
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In addition to exposure for their videos,
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prizes, including the laptop computer.

For more information, call Traffic
Solutions at 3 orgoto
wwwsbearthdayorg.
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A great talent for writing

H AUTHOR

Continued from Page D1

Luncheon on Saturday at Fess Parker's Doubletree
Resort. Other featured authors will be Kristin Arm-
strong, Selden Edwards, Larry Wilmore and Jacque-
line Winspear.

“When I started writing the book in 2003, I had
no idea that John McCain would be the Republican
nominee in 2008 and Sarah Palin would be his run-
ning mate. I was surprised and a bit spooked,” said
Mr. Downie during an interview from his office at
The Washington Post, where he is a vice president at

large.
“I'm not really retired since I'm working on a proj-
ect with Columbia University, looking at all the ways

to pay for news in the future,” he said. “I have also ac-

cepted the post of the Weil Professor of Journalism at
the Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication at Arizona State University starting in 2010.”
He and his wife, Janice, who will be with him
in Santa Barbara, will divide their time between
Arizona State in Tempe and their home in downtown
Washington, D.C., near American University.
The author of four nonfiction books, Mr: Downie
said he decided to make “The Rules of the Game™ a
novel because “I have always wanted to write fiction

about the and often ambi; lationshi
among journalists, politicians, consultants and lob-
byists and the ways in which they all often broke the
rules with and without consequences.”

Before starting the novel, Mr: Downie said he had
certain characters in mind, and he wanted the pro-
tagonist to be a woman.

“Half the staff' at The Post are women,” he said. “In
my book, the story revolves around a young woman
investigative reporter, and I wanted to see what hap-
gewns when a woman becomes president of the United

tos.”

Dm"mg his long tenure at The Washington Post, Mr.
Dowme sald he had a close mlauonslnp with the late

raham, thy woman
who led Bob Woodward, Carl Bems(em and Ben Bra-
dlee through the Watergate scandal.

“She was a great lady who took an interest in my
career over the years,” he said. “I became deputy
metropolitan editor in 1972, two weeks after the Wa-
tergate break-in and directly edited Woodward and
Bernstein's stories and the Senate Watergate hear-
ings. We worked long hours, and there was a lot of
tension. We worked on and Mrs.
Graham and I would go to lunch. She also visited me
in London when I was there as a foreign correspon-
dent for the paper from 1979 to 1982.”

Mr: Downie worked closely during that

hadn't been for the scholarship 1
couldn't have afforded to go,” said
Mr: Downie.

By another stroke of luck, the
director of the School of Journal-
ism at Ohio State knew an editor
at The Post and arranged for Mr.
Downie to become a summer in-
tern at the paper, one of a very few
at the time.

“Now, there are hundreds of
applicants,” he said.

Thanks to the impression Mr.
Downie made during his intern-
ship, The Post hired him asa
reporter on the city desk immedi-
ately after graduation in 1965,

Ayear later, he became an
investigative reporter, and as a
result of a series of stories he
wrote about the local court system,
which was replaced, the ing
reporter won a special & and
was a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize
that year:

Mr: Downie's meteoric rise con-
tinued as he became assistant city

period with the flamboyant Mr. Bradlee, who was then
executive editor.

“We never realized that a presidential resignation
would be the culmination of the Watergate affair We
were stunned,” said Mr. Downie, who had high words
of praise for Mr. Bradlee.

“Ben completely revolutionized The Post and, in
some ways, American ]OUITLBIISI'I‘I He created innova-
tions like our Style section,” said Mr: Downie, who
is 66 and the father of three grown children and the
grandfather of two.

The oldm of four boys, Mr. Downie was bornin
Cleveland, where he ded Landon E!

School, Wilbur \V‘nghl Junior High School and John
Marshall High Sc!

“My journahsm caneer began when my fifth-grade
teacher started a newspaper. In sixth e, I became
editor: I liked being the boss,” he chuckled.

In junior high, Mr. Downie co-edited the paper
with Donna Shalala, who went on to become chancel-
lor of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the first
woman to head a Big Ten school, and who later was
appointed by President Bill Clinton to be secretary of
health and human services,

Currently, she is president of the University of
Miami in Florida.

“Since our school was named after Wilbur Wright
(co-inventor of the airplane with his brother, Orville),
our paper was called The Skywriter,” he said. “In high
school, I was editor of The Interpreter”

His talent for writing brought him a scholarship
to Ohio State University, where he earned bachelor’s
and master’s degrees.

“I'was the first in my family to go to college. If it

editor, politan edi-
tor, metropolitan editor, national
editor, managing editor and finally
executive editor, succeeding Ben
Bradlee in 1991.

Asked about his three years in
London, he said that it was tra-
ditional for The Post to alternate
staff between editing and report-

ing

“I found out that as much as [
loved reporting, I realized I had
m\?';e potential as an editor.” he
said.

During his years as an editor,
The Post won 25 Pulitzer Prizes,
the most by an editor in the history
of U.S. print media, according to
the Guardian of London Web site
www.guardian.co.uk/media.

As for his stepping down last
year at a fairly young age, Mr.

‘Life After Oil

Lecture series kicks off March 26

Green festivals and lectures

Energy leaders will explore “Life After Oil"
in a free, three-part lecture series at the Santa
Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2559
Puesta Del Sol Road. Each talk will be from 7
t0 8:30 p.m.
Michael Brune, executive director of the
San Francisco-based Rainforest Action  *
Network, and Dave Davis, executive director
of the Santa Barbara-based Community
Environmental Council, will address “Why Do
We Need To Think Beyond Oi?" on March 26.
Ventura City Manager Rick Cole will discuss
janizing Our Communities for Life After
Oll'onApnIZ
Santa Barbara architects John Kelly and
Dennis Thompson will talk about “Organizing
Our Neighborhoods for Life After Oil" on April
9 Also speaking is Linda Buzzell
, ecotherapist and member
oltheSeedsComrrmeeoannsmonTown
Santa Barbara, which is committed to post-
fossil-fuel, sustainabie living
maddmontomelectues.theheeSouth
Coast Earth Day Festival will take place 10
am. to 5:30 p.m. April 19 at Alameda Park,
1400 Santa Barbara St. For details, go to

organizing the festival and lectures. For more
information, call Megan Diaz at 963-0583, ext.

105. i

Downie said it was a good “transi

tion year. Katharine Weymoulh lhe 42-year-old grand-
daughter of Katharine Graham, is now publisher: She
is a generation younger and has had a lot of experi-
ence integrating the print and Internet operation. She

‘When asked what he thinks about the dire predic-
tions regarding newspapers being a dying industry,
Mr. Downic said he was neither pessimistic nor
op(imlslic

is dynamic and charismatic. She hasa strong it
ment to newspapers as a public service.”

Looking forward to his next challenge in the class-
room at Arizona State, Mr: Downie said, “What is most
important to me is that journalism and newsrooms
that hold the powerful accountable survive and pros-
per. And I hope those students will help to make that
happen.”

Jennifer Guess Public Relations

\\ thall Zw)cms asa journalist, I still tend to be
“As for ms future, Mr. Downie has another novel in

the works.

“Writing is my hobby now. It’s fun,” he said.

Is the book about Washington, which is probably a
real treasure trove?

“Oh, yes,” he chuckled.
email: mmemahontanewspress.com



