CALM
[uncheon
reaches a
milestone

hat was happening in

Sant Barbara in 19877

Paseo Nuevo was.
barely more than a hole in the
ground and we joked about long
aftic lights on Uhe e
foni Morrison's

01" best piciure and a,
women began a new ide;

nol-for |)mlil
Child Abuse
Listening and
iation
with the first
annual Celeb
rily Authors’
Luncheon. It

IN PHINT featured
interviews

- with local
Susan Miles authors
QGuibransen Joanna Bar-
nes, Barnaby
Conrad, Fan

nie Flag rafton.

The nnlm\.u luncheen is cele-
brating 20 years. On March 11
from 10 .1 104 . at Fess
Patker's Doubletree Resort, it
will feature Teri Garr
(“Speedbunps: Flooring It
Through Hollywoaod "), Tab
[unter (“Tab Hunter Confiden-

tial"), Gregg Hurwitz
(“Troubleshooter’), Christopher

las( J‘IESIV\ iter Road” ]\\‘llh
interviewers KEYT's Debby Davi
son and Kate Schy
Enrduekool.ea.\‘h e
cople say you should write
whatyou know, s M. Hurwitz
by phone. The Harvard and
Oxtord grciiate'svords Lumble
outata i

e Eamiler, bul what
want to know.”
rl’O\lb\F\l\QDlPl 1|\? |d[0'§l o
his six books a
12 prolagonist T Rkl ey
takes readers into
lent underbelly of
Southern Caliorniz
“l wanted to know about people
in biker gangs so it was a great
excuse 1o study the subeulture of
whatwe cateh glimpses of riding
down the freeways,” Mr. Hurwilz
. bulll the gang in the back

k-
ing to a former member of a biker
‘gang who's writien anonymously
about them. He's the one whao told
ime abouta guy who had fooled
with a gang member’s girl The
gang killed him, cut off his head
and put it inthe lap of his body
sittingon the couch. A gang's
behavior can be outside society's
perimeters. [fyou see them, you
need to know what to look for or
vou don't know what you're pass-
ing”

One of the sparks igniting his
story happened a few years ago
when s gang of bikers fook over
Hollister, a little Northern Cali-
fornia town. Al the (ime, the

erican Biker Associalion
issued a stalement at the time
saying that 99 percent of bikers
are good people and those in Hol-
lister were the one percent who
were not. Eversince, according (o
Mr. Hurwitz, hard-core gang
members wear 1"
theirleather jackets.

“Ifyou see those, you know
they're part of this group. I
they're wearing an ascol, you
prabably don't have to worry!”
said Mr. Hurwitz,

“The author was most surprised
how thoroughly soph: wslmxled

ing business pra
Ticir claborate drug dpalmg:m»
tems have shell corporations set
up with teans of accountants and
lawyers.

“The govermment can really

riminal Enferprise) stat-
ute similar to the Mafia. | was
also surprised how their club sys-
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tem plays right into making their
businesses even more effective. They
easily and frequently cross state
lines, which gives them an automatic
distribution pipeline.”

In “Troubleshooter,” the bad guys
are on the run and part of a game
plan stretching back to Afghanistan.
That makes it a fugitive thriller, but
the book is also a love story and
about Rackley’s conflict in trying to
follow personal values while being
effective as a law enforcer. “All this
gets integrated,” Mr. Hurwitz said,
“into the way Rackley handles this
case. The book has the fastest engine
of all my books, especially as the plot
jackknives back on itself”

For information about or reserva-
tions to the CALM Iuncheon, call 682-
3925.
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