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For the last five years, deep sea 
diver and marine photogra-
pher Bob Evans and his wife, 

Susanne Chess, have been working 
on a paradigm busting project – a 
more sustainable means of converting 
saltwater into fresh water.

The project, C+E=DOW desalina-
tion, is a new way of looking at the 
process and is predicted to have 90 per 
cent less environmental impact than 
current state of the art programs.

“It offers a solution to a number of 
complex problems facing us today 
and threatening our future,” says 
Bob. “The new system will not entrap 
marine life, will not discharge high 
volumes of highly concentrated brine, 
and will require as much as forty 
per cent less energy to produce fresh 
water from salt than current state of 
the art desalination.”

The creative Santa Barbara couple 
have filed for patent protection for their 
module and method of desalination, 
and now they are turning to the com-
munity of our Eden by the Beach, as 
well as raising funds for a pilot plant.

A February 11 deadline for filing 
national stage applications to protect 
the important new technology inter-
nationally rapidly approaches, but 
will cost $50,000.

“That is a big nut for us to crack,” 
says Bob. “To date, we have provided 
100 per cent of the funding for this 
world-changing endeavor.

“The public’s contribution tells us 
and the world people support the 
development of technology that offers 
solutions to the most pressing issues 
we face today. That every one of us 
can take action.”

“It’s a validation of our unique 
approach to deep ocean water desali-
nation based on existing reverse osmo-
sis technology, which uses ocean pres-
sure to offset energy requirements,” 
adds Susan.

The two entrepreneurs have a long-
time involvement in ocean-based proj-
ects including Evans’ spearheading 
establishment of the California mussel 
harvesting industry and participating 
in a natural bio-fouling removal pro-
gram for gas giant Chevron’s Platform 
Hilda.

His company, Bob Evans Designs 
Inc., manufactures proprietary Force 
Fins sold worldwide to military 

and sport scuba divers, swimmers, 
and fly fishermen. The Ops Force 
Fin made for oceanographer Jean-
Michel Cousteau earned them the 
Time Magazine Innovation of the Year 
award in 2002.

The couple’s GoFundMe campaign 
will help extend patent protection to 
other countries and continents, includ-
ing Europe, Israel, the Gulf States, 
China, Australia, and Japan through 
the International Patent Cooperation 
Treaty (PCT).

They are also looking for poten-
tial investors and partners, including 
Outer Continental Shelf Operators 
(OCS) and governments to work with 
them in developing and managing 
desalination projects.

The next phase of the project, 
expected to take 18 months, will be 
to build a pilot plant module with the 
help of Innovative Design Inc. based 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, a firm that 
specializes in reverse osmosis technol-
ogy and has worked on multimillion 
dollar projects with Aqua-Chem Inc., 
one of the largest desalination compa-
nies in the world.

If you care to get involved in this 
groundbreaking technology, the two-
some’s site is https://gofundme.
com/f/chessevans

Stay tuned...

It Takes Two 
It was all two grand for words when 

Montecito philanthropic dynamic duo 
Roger and Sarah Chrisman opened 
the door of their charming Ennisbrook 
home for a Santa Barbara Symphony 
prelude party with husband and wife 
Israeli pianists Sivan Silver and Gil 
Garburg performing a four-hand 
keyboard work on the back to back 
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Operation Desalination 

Monte   ito 
Miscellany

by Richard Mineards

Richard covered the Royal Family for Britain’s Daily Mirror and Daily Mail, and was an editor on New York 
Magazine. He was also a national anchor on CBS, a commentator on ABC Network News, gossip on The 
Joan Rivers Show and Geraldo Rivera, host on E! TV, a correspondent on the syndicated show Extra, a com-
mentator on the KTLA Morning News and Entertainment Tonight. He moved to Montecito 12 years ago. 
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Bob Evans and Susanne Chess patent new ground-
breaking desalination technology



 23  –  30  January  2020  MONTECITO JOURNAL32 “How we behave toward cats here below determines our status in heaven.” – Robert A. Heinlein
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Baldwin and Steinway grand pianos.
The impressive keyboards, which 

Sarah, a board member, explained 
she had studied music on as a young-
ster, with the Steinway belonging 
to her music teacher, was a fitting 
appetizer for the orchestra’s concert 
under maestro Nir Kabaretti at the 
Granada playing a new arrangement 
on a single grand of Brahms’ G minor 
piano quartet by Austrian composer 
Richard Dunser, with Beethoven’s 
intensely emotional Eroica symphony 
in E-flat major, honoring the German 
composer’s 250th birthday, as the 
main course, and Michael Torke’s 
1988 work Ash as a starter.

Among the music lovers at the 
boffo bash were Caren Rager, Kevin 
Marvin, Brooks and Kate Firestone, 

Robert Weinman, Dan and Meg 
Burnham, Joan Rutkowski, Don 
Gilman, Arthur Swalley, Janet 
Garufis, Anais Pellegrini, Howard 
Jay Smith and Patricia Dixon.

Wonderful Woodwind 
New guest flutist Korean Jasmine 

Choi performed with the Camerata 
Pacifica at the Music Academy of the 
West’s Hahn Hall in its first concert of 
the New Year.

Choi, who has performed inter-
nationally, including the Vienna 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
Cincinnati Symphony, was the perfect 
accompaniment as part of a talent-
ed troupe, featuring oboist Nicholas 
Daniel, clarinetist Jose Franch-
Ballester, bassoonist William Short 
and horn player Martin Owen, play-
ing Nielsen’s wind quintet.

The entertaining concert kicked 
off with Beethoven’s lively Octet for 
Winds in E-flat Major, with another 
piece of the composer’s work, Quintet 
for Oboe, Three Horns and Bassoon, 
Hess 19, before concluding with 
Dvorak’s Serenade for Winds in D 
Minor with cellist Ani Aznavoorian 
and Timothy Eckert on double bass.

Just like Judy 
The venerable 2,000-seat Arlington 

Theatre was chock a block when 
actress Renée Zellweger, who gave 
quite the performance as movie and 
music icon in the Judy Garland biop-
ic Judy, sat down for an hour-long 
interview on stage, complete with 
film clips from her illustrious career, 

Mandy Hochman, Arthur Swalley, and Gaja 
Kabaretti at the Santa Barbara Symphony party 
(photo by Priscilla)

SB Symphony 
board member 
Brooks Firestone 
with event hosts 
Sarah and Roger 
Chrisman (photo 
by Priscilla)

Gil Garburg and Sivan Silver treat guests to an exceptional performance on the Chrismans’ two grand 
pianos (photo by Priscilla)

Israeli Pianists Gil Garburg and Sivan Silver with their son Itamar and hostess Sarah Chrisman and 
Maestro Nir Kabaretti (photo by Priscilla)

Caren Rager, Joan 
Rutkowski, Tom 
Frisina, Helen 
Buckley, and Chris 
Frisina at the 
Chrismans’ home 
(photo by Priscilla)
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as part of the 35th Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival.

The 50-year-old actress, who has 
nabbed an Oscar nomination for her 
role and has already won a Critics 
Choice Award and Golden Globe, won 
the fest’s American Riviera Award, 
which was presented by her friend, 
songwriter Diane Warren.

Zellweger, who came to fame after 
the 1996 film Jerry Maguire with Tom 
Cruise and the Bridget Jones’s Diary 
film franchise, was interviewed by 
Hollywood Reporter columnist Scott 
Feinberg, his 12th year in the role.

Songwriter/composer Barry and Jelinda DeVorzon 
(photo by Priscilla)

Jeffrey Barbakow with his family, Margo Barbakow and Max Barbakow (photo by Priscilla)
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The actress, who won an Oscar 
for Cold Mountain in 2003 and four 
Golden Globes, has starred in 35 films 
and sang all the songs in Judy herself, 
says: “I came to admire her even more 
deeply than I did before. I came to 
understand what she had to overcome 
again and again in order to continue 
to perform on the highest levels for 
such an extended period of time.”

She concluded: “Coming to know 
about that, you look at her differently. 
It’s not tragic, but triumphant.”

Clawesome Debut 
The CALM – Child Abuse Listening 

Mediation – Auxiliary’s first-ever 
Crab Fest at the Carriage and Western 
Art Museum was all it was cracked 
up to be with a sellout crowd of 200 
guests raising more than $20,000 for 
general funds.

The fun Harbor Restaurant-
sponsored bash, co-chaired by Sharon 
Curry and Jane Metiu, was emceed 
by Tony Morris with a speech by Terri 
Gough, a retired nurse who worked 
with CALM when it was launched 

half a century ago.
Among those digging into the 

bountiful Dungeness crabs were 
Sarah Anticouni, Mark and D’Arcy 
Cornwall, George and Sharon Bifano, 
Joseph and Angelica Contreras, Gary 
and Susan Gulbransen, and Jim and 
Marcia Wolfe.

Dollars for Dolls 
It was standing room only at the 

Ritz-Carlton Bacara when the late 
copper heiress Huguette Clark’s his-
toric doll collection went up for auc-
tion, raising a hefty $1,750,000 for the 
Bellosguardo Foundation.

With one doll, a two-foot-tall Bébé 
Jumeau made in France in 1892, sell-

SBIFF aficionados Lola Lloyd and Chris Lancashire 
(photo by Priscilla)

CALM Auxiliary president Roberta Collier with 
Liam Murphy, and president/CEO Alana Walczak 
(photo by Priscilla)

Grand French Bisque Bébé by Emile Jumeau 
being held by Greg Corsca (photo by Priscilla)

Hollywood Reporter’s Scott Feinberg, presenter Diane Warren, Renée Zellweger, and fest director Roger 
Durling (photo by Priscilla)

CALM Auxiliary board members Sharon Curry, D’Arcy Cornwall, Katy Niethus of Harbor Restaurant, Julie 
Phillips, and Jane Metiu (photo by Priscilla)

Preparing crabs are Harbor Restaurant’s Xochilt Alberto, chef Marcelo Valdez, Mariella Intemate, and 
chef Luis Rico (photo by Priscilla)

Ann Winn with two selections at Huguette Clark’s doll collection auction (photo by Priscilla)

A portion of Huguette Clark’s doll collection from childhood to centenarian (photo by Priscilla)
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ing for $90,000, the sale conducted 
by Stuart Holbrook of Theriault, an 
Annapolis, Maryland, auction house, 
exceeded the high end of the estimat-
ed range by 30 per cent, says Jeremy 
Lindaman, the foundation’s executive 
director.

The collection of more than 800 
dolls, of which 413 were up for grabs, 
was given to the foundation in 2014 
by Clark, who died in 2011 aged 104. 
The foundation is planning to put a 
number of the other dolls, including 
Japanese versions and unique Barbie 
dolls, on display, with plans for the 23 
and a half acre 21,666 sq.ft. nine-bed-
room, ten-bathroom property over-
looking East Beach to be open on a 
regular basis for tours of the impres-
sive 27-room home and grounds.

A dolly good time was had by all...

Stand Up Film 
As the Santa Barbara International 

Film Festival celebrated its 35th anni-
versary, the Anti-Defamation League 
marked the occasion with a reception 
in the courtyard of the Lobero Theatre 
as a rainstorm raged outside.

The 120-guest fifth anniversary 
bash, chaired by Marina Stephens, 
raised nearly $50,000 towards funds 
and, as is tradition, honored the film 
Liberté: A Call to Spy, directed by Lydia 
Dean Pilcher, and starring Sarah 
Megan Thomas, with its ADL Stand 

Up Award, a dramatic portrayal of the 
true stories of the first women recruit-
ed and sent by the British military to 
occupied France with the mission to 
disrupt the Nazi war machine.

Among the guests were Barbara 
Ben-Horin, George and Sharon 
Bifano, Tom and Julianna Dain, 
David Edelman, Robert and Andre 
Gaines, Jerry and Patricia Hauptman, 
Steve and Cindy Lyons, Dan Meisel, 
Richard Rolls, and Bob and Leah 
Temkin.

Nothing but Treble 
Pianist Emanuel Ax, winner of 

seven Grammy Awards, mesmerized 
the audience at the Lobero with an 
all-Beethoven program, part of the 
CAMA – Community Arts Music 
Association – Masterseries.

Ax, who also teaches at Juilliard in 
New York and has regularly accompa-
nied legendary cellist Yo-Yo Ma since 
1973, was at the top of his game with 
the entertaining program, including 
Bagatelle No. 25 in A minor, piano sona-
tas in A major, C Major and F minor, and 
five variations of Rule Britannia.

He is also a former director of the 
Ojai Music Festival.

Whale Wisdom
Producer Katya Shirokow, a 

50-year resident of Montecito, is hav-
ing a whale of a time with her lat-

est documentary at the Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival.

Together with her marine biologist 
husband, four-time Emmy Award 
winning filmmaker Rick Rosenthal, 
director, they have made Whale 
Wisdom, narrated by British naturalist 
Sir David Attenborough.

“We met him two years ago and 
made plans to work together,” says 
Katya, who attended Laguna Blanca 
School. “The documentary on whales 
and their amazing intelligence is the 
result!”

The film shows humpbacks and 
grey whales in action using boats, 
kayaks and drones to get quite spec-
tacular footage.

Helping Australia 
Montecito TV talk show host Ellen 

DeGeneres has launched a GoFundMe 
page to raise $5 million for bushfire 
relief in Australia.

Ellen, who has already made dona-
tions to the Australian Red Cross, 
the Rural Fire Service and WIRES 
Wildlife Reserve, recounted the wild-
fires had been ravaging Australia for 
four months with millions of acres 
burned and half a billion animals 
killed.

“It’s going to take years for Australia 
to rebuild. Be kind to one another,” 
concluded Ellen, whose wife actress 
Portia de Rossi is Australian.

High Life 
Beanie Baby billionaire Ty Warner, 

owner of the Biltmore and San Ysidro 
Ranch, is featured prominently in a 
new list of the world’s top hotel suites 
by Elite Traveler, the private jet lifestyle 
magazine.

His 28,000 sq. ft. Ty Warner man-
sion at his Las Ventanas al Paraiso, 
a Rosewood resort in Los Cabos, 
Mexico, where a one-night stay starts 
at $35,000, is ranked at number two on 
the list of biggest suites.

It boasts a 328-ft. infinity pool which 
wraps around the entire beachfront 
property.

His eponymous one-bedroom pent-
house at the I.M. Pei-designed Four 

Seasons Hotel in New York also makes 
the list.

The magnificent 52nd floor suite, 
with sweeping views of Manhattan, 
boasts 26-ft. ceilings, hand lacquered 
walls, a zen room with a waterfall of 
South African-sourced semi-precious 
granite, a Chinese onyx bathtub, and 
an in-suite spa.

The suite, which goes for $50,000 a 
night, also has four cantilevered glass 
balconies – the highest in the world.

Wedding Bells
Santa Barbara warbler Katy Perry 

and her English actor Orlando Bloom 
were among a hoard of celebrities, 
including Princess Beatrice, Queen 
Elizabeth’s granddaughter, CBS 
morning anchor Gayle King, and 
actress Kate Hudson, in the jet set 
Swiss ski resort of St. Moritz for the 
weekend wedding of Russian oligarch 
Roman Abramovitch’s ex-wife, Dasha 
Zhukova, 38, to Greek shipping heir 
Stavros Niarchos, 34, nephew of an 
old New York friend Spyros Niarchos.

The tony twosome officially tied the 
knot in a registry office ceremony in Paris 
last year, but wanted to celebrate the cou-
pling on a greater scale this time around.

They took over the five-star Kulm St. 
Moritz Hotel, owned by the Niarchos 
family, where rooms cost more than 
$1,000 a night, with the weekend’s 
festivities expected to cost more than 
$7 million.

Sightings: Oscar winner Kevin 
Costner noshing at the Coral Casino... 
Oscar winner Natalie Portman and 
family at Olio e Limone... Winemaker 
Doug Margerum checking out Flor 
de Maiz

Pip! Pip!

Readers with tips, sightings and 
amusing items for Richard’s column 
should e-mail him at richardmin 
eards@verizon.net or send invitations 
or other correspondence to the Journal.

To reach Priscilla, email her at pris 
cilla@santabarbaraseen.com or call 
805-969-3301 •MJ

Anti-Defamation 
League reception 
guest, Tom and Julia 
Dain, and Stanton 
Howell at the Lobero 
Theatre courtyard 
(photo by Priscilla)

Amy Wendel 
and her hus-

band Dan 
Meisel, director 

Lydia Dean 
Pilcher, and 

actress Sarah 
Megan Thomas 

(photo by 
Priscilla)
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